🦋 Butterflies and Bees 🐝
Autumn 2 Newsletter
Hello Parents,
Happy New Year!
We are delighted to welcome our Butterflies and Bees back for 2026. This term is packed with exciting learning opportunities, and we can’t wait to see the children grow and thrive.

🔢 Maths
This term, we will continue building confidence with numbers to 5 and begin exploring numbers up to 10. Children will learn to:
• Recognise numerals 0–10 and match them to the correct amount.
• Count objects, actions, and sounds.
• Spot small groups without counting (subitising) up to 10.
• Compare numbers and understand “one more” and “one less.”
• Explore how numbers are made and start looking at bigger numbers.
We’ll also explore measures through practical activities:
• Compare weight (mass) and find balance.
• Explore and compare capacity.
• Measure and compare length and height.
• Talk about time and begin to order events.

🌍 Understanding the World
Our focus this term is Science, as we learn all about Space and Planet Earth.
Our enquiry question is: “Can I live on the moon?”
We will explore this through exciting investigations and discussions, answering questions such as:
• What is space and how do I get there?
• Which planet do I live on?
• What are the planets called and how many are there?
• What would it be like to visit the moon?
• What are stars?
• What might an alien look like?

📚 Talk for Writing
Our focus story this term is “Whatever Next” by Jill Murphy. Through this, children will:
• Talk about events and characters in a story that is read to them.
• Join in with rhymes and stories.
• Begin to use new vocabulary in day-to-day interactions.
• Talk about key events and anticipate what might happen next.
• Begin to use some recognisable letters in their writing.
• Say sounds for different letters and use sound talk to blend CVC words.
• Use story language when retelling stories.

📖 Reading at Home
Please continue to listen to your child read their decodable book regularly. This makes a huge difference to their progress and confidence. Remember to record each time they read in your child’s reading diary so we can celebrate their achievements together!
We are counting the number of times the children read in hopes of achieving 100 reads, which earns us a visit to the library.
We are sending home a copy of the tricky words the children are learning this term. These words cannot be sounded out and should be read by sight.

📌 Reminders to Parents
• To celebrate our “Can I live on the Moon?” topic, the Planetarium will be visiting our school on Monday 12th January. Currently, a significant number of people have not paid for this event, which unfortunately means it may not be possible. Please make sure you have sent your voluntary contribution. We will attach the letter.
• PE will continue to be on a Wednesday.
• As the weather is getting colder, please make sure your child has a waterproof coat, hat and gloves in school every day so that they can play outside in any weather. Please remember to send some spare clothes which can live in their rucksack for them to change into if they get wet and muddy at Opal. Alternatively, send a waterproof puddle suit to school.
• Please ensure all your child’s clothing and items sent to school are clearly named to avoid things getting lost.
• We would like to develop our outdoor area and are looking for the following items:
· Large sweeping brushes
· Scrubbing brushes
· Mops and buckets
· Large decorating brushes
· Paint rollers
· Brush and dustpans
· Wheelbarrows
We would appreciate any donations if you have any of these items gathering dust! Thanks in advance!

Thank you for your continued support,
Mrs Kenyon, Mrs Wilkins and Mrs Frankland-Peck


