
Soils 

The property of soils is affected by the: 
type of rock 
size of rock pieces 
amount of organic matter in it. 
  

Peat 

 
  

- water-logged 
- contains partially de-
composed plant material 
- soft and easily com-
pressed 

Sandy soil 

 
  

- light and dry 
- lots of air gaps so water 
drains through quickly 

Chalky soil 

 
  

-  stony and water drains 
through quickly 
- found in areas with lots 
of chalk 

Clay soil 

 

- very sticky when wet 
- a heavy soil 
- water does not drain 
through it quickly 

Words to describe the appearance of rocks: 

 

 

hard or soft 

grains 

 absorb water or 

not– permeable 

texture 

 layers 

crystals 

durable 
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