Autumn 205 - Welcome to Year I

Hello and welcome to Year |. We are dll |ooking forward to gefting fo know you all,
and to a wonderful year ahead! This newsletter’'s aim is to give you a 9enera|
overview of what we will be |earning over this half term as well as to answer some
frequenf|y asked questions. For His’rory and Science, we will be up|oading the
know|ed9e organisers onto the school website under the Year | class page, if you
would like to see the key know|edge the children will be |earning. We will also share

them on Class Dojo.

The Staff in Year | are:
Class Teachers:

Frogs Class: Miss Christie (Monday, Thursday, Friday) and Mrs Gell (Tuesday,
Wednesday) Squirre|s Class: Miss Rymer

Teoching Assistants:
Frogs Class: Mrs Hall, Mrs Wilk, Mrs Moore (N\onday morning and Tuesday
afternoon)

quirre|s ClOSSI MFS HO”, MFS Wi"(, MFS MOOFG (Monday morning and Tuesday

afternoon)

What are we |earning in Autumn Term [?

Throughouf this half term, we will be having dai|y Eng|ish and Maths lessons, this
will consist of a whole class input, and a teacher led activity a|ongside continuous
provisions, which allows children to learn Through p|ay. We will also have dai|y
phonics lessons, and each child will have a 9uided reading group 3 times a week,
where will focus on decoding, prosody and comprehension. Please see below about

the rest of the curriculum coverage for Autumn |:

His’rory How have toys changed over time?
Science Everyday Materials
Art Animals
Computing Digital painting
PE Fundamental Skills and Gyrnnasﬂcs.
Eng|ish Smeds and Smoos, Talk for V\/riﬂng: Bi||y the Brave
Knigh’r.
Maths Place value, addition and subtraction
PSHE Me and My Re|aJrions|ﬁips
Music Move to the beat! Exp|oring pulse and rhyﬂf\m.




FAQs:

When are PE days?

PE Doys are Mondoy (Indoor) and Tnursdoy (Outdoor).

Please ensure that your child comes to school dressed in their PE kit on their
d_a)g Tney should have the appropriate PE kit in accordance with the school PE
kit po|icy - p|oin white t-shirt, black shorts, black hoodie/black tracksuit bottoms

for winter. Please note that jewe”ery is not permi’ried in PE lessons for sofeiy
reasons. Lf your child cannot take their earrings out, p|eose make sure iney have
been removed before school. Children with |ong hair should wear their hair up

during PE |essons SO p|eose ensure ihey l"lCIVG a bobb|e

Is my child entitled to a free school meal?
Children in Year | are entitled to a cooked school dinner each doy. They can
choose whether to have this or to bring their own pocked lunch instead. Whilst
this is eniire|y your choice, we inougni it was worth reminding you that you don't
have to pay for this cooked dinner until the children move into Year 3. Make sure
you take up this of fer if you want or need to. Please check the menu each c|oy
so your child knows what to choose during the register.
Is my child entitled to free school milk?
Unfortunately, most children in Year | are not entitled to free milk each day. If
you wish your child to continue to have milk, p|eose contact the school office for
the relevant form. If you are in receipt of benefits, your child may be entitled to
free school milk, but you will need to cornp|eie the form so that the milk can be
allocated.
Does my child need to bring in a snack?
Children in Year | have a morning and afternoon p|oyiime each c|a>/ which Jrhey
spend outside. During morning p|ay’rime, children are allowed to eat a neoHny snack
such as a piece of fruit, sticks of vegetables or a fruit/vegetable-based bar,
p|eose no crisps, chocolate or any other nign sugar snack as Jrhey are not allowed
in school. If you wish to provide your child with a snack, p|eose remember that
we are a nut-free school.
In the afternoon we will supp|y them with a neoHny snack, however if you prefer,
your child could bring in an additional snack for afternoon p|oy time.
Does my child need to bring in a water bottle?

Each child needs a named water bottle full of water so that Jr|fie>/ can stay
hydroied during the doy. You can choose to take this home on a c|c|i|y basis or
once a week to wash, if this suits you better. Children are able to refill their
bottles whenever Jrhey need to at school. Whilst a separate drink of juice is fine

as por’r of a pocked lunch, the bottles in the classrooms should on|y contain water.




Why does my child have two different books sent home with them?

On Fridoy we will send home & books, and we will swap them every Fridoy.
These books have very different but equo”y important roles. Please take a
moment fo read about how we would like you to use these books:
Decodable book
This is the book your child needs to read to you. It contains words that They are
able to read with confidence and will he|p c|eve|op their ﬂuency and decoding
clbi|ier. This book is corefu”y matched to your child’s reoding obi|i’ry and we ask
that you listen to them read this book as many times as possib|e during the week.
The idea is that They gain more confidence each time They read and are able to
read more smoo’rh|y and with expression as ﬂ'\ey become more familiar with the
text. Ideo”y, children should be reoding to you every c|oy. In Key Sfoge | we ask
that children read to an adult at home a minimum of 3 times a week. This should
be recorded in your child’s school diory for us to see.

Shoring book
This book is for you to read to your child. We do not expect children to be able
to read these books but, instead, Jrhey are for you fo read and enjoy Togefher,
perhops at bedtime. Heoring stories is huge|y beneficial for children and we want
you to make this a regu|0r part of your c|c1i|y routine, if you don't o|reody read
books Togefher. We understand how hectic life can get but 5 minutes TogeTher
shoring a story is a |ove|y way tfo end the doy and not on|y he|ps your child to
relax before Jrhey go to s|eep but gives them access to a world of imagination
that is vital for their deve|opmenJr. You can also record this in your child’s school
diory. Books are chonged once a week but your child may be asked to read with
an adult on any c|oy e} p|ease make sure their books and diaries are in their

bOOI(bCIgS every C|Cl>/

Just a few reminders as we start our new school year:

Uniform - This year we are JrronsiJrioning to our active uniform. Please refer to
the po|icy that was shared before the summer ho|ic|ays. In this time you can wear
either the traditional school uniform or our active uniform. A message will be sent

home for children not wearing the correct items.

Named clothing - In Year | the children use lots of different areas of the school
and this can mean that Jrhey occidenfo”y leave jumpers or cordigons in unusual
p|oces. To ensure your child’s uniform items are returned to them, if Jrhey become
lost, p|eose name ALL items c|eor|y (inc|uc|ing shoes and wellies if possib|e). Staff

may write your child’s name into items to assist with this, if They are not named.



Wellies - Please bring wellies in as soon as possib|e, this will allow your child to
access all areas of OPAL p|oy at all times. If you dont have wellies or need to

swap, don't forgeT to come o|on9 to our we||y swap on Fridoy | th Sepfemberl

Communication - We use Class Dojo for communication. This allows us to share
pictures and information about what we've been doing in class. Any urgent
messages should be e—moi|ed/phonec| in to the school as Class Dojo may not be
checked before/during the school c|oy. Please remind yourse|ves of the Code of
Conduct that Mrs Barbuti shared at the start of the year.

Class teachers are available at the end of the cloy at the classroom door for any

quick conversations or to make an oppoinTmenT for |onger conversations.

If you have any queerions about the curriculum or if you require any supporT,

p|eose let us know.

For urgen’r matters p|eose phone school or use admin@rbps‘org.uk as we may not check

the Dojo messages immedio’re|y.

I\/\ony thanks and best wishes,

yeor | Teom


mailto:admin@rbps.org.uk

